
The Salesian Joy of Providing Youth Theater for Villa Madonna Students 

In the spirit of Don Bosco, and following his method of educating the whole child…body, 

mind, heart and spirit in order to encourage each child to be the best he can be, it is nothing but a 

privilege to provide a theatrical program for the children of Villa Madonna.  I am grateful to have 

another opportunity to take a part in their amazing talents.  With this opportunity I would like to 

provide them with one more opportunity that encourages our children’s complete and fullest self-

expression. Our Villa children love to perform in front of our community as Don Bosco loved to 

perform in front of his boys.  

There has been much research showing that students in the arts improve their basic skill areas as well 

as their creative thinking. Our students can enjoy many benefits from youth theatre, including:       

1. Self Confidence- Being part of a play shows children that there are people who appreciate 

them. Theater helps build up self-esteem with each round of applause the performers receive.  

This experience also promotes and encourages social interaction. 

2. Public Speaking- Public speaking can be a huge problem for someone too shy or someone 

who lacks confidence. Being part of the theater can help a child to move past her shyness and 

develop proper public speaking skills and improve his communication skills.  

3. Creativity- Theater brings out a child's creativity in a way that no sport can. This newly 

discovered creativity can help improve a child's reading and math skills by teaching her to open 

up her mind. If a child is playing the character of a math whiz, she may become more interested 

in math as part of her research and characterization.  

4. Commitment -Being part of a theater program is a great way to teach a child about 

commitment. When a child is involved in the production of a play, he'll realize that there are 

many others who are depending on him. He has duties that must be fulfilled, or he will let his 

co-stars and co-workers down resulting in mastering teamwork skills. 

5. Dedication - Theater requires a lot of dedication. A child must learn his lines and memorize 

stage blocking. Dedication is an important skill that is always used in the real world. Children 

learn this the moment they participate in a play production, resulting in much self-discipline.  

6. Health -… Exercises, both in movement and in vocal exercises, not only develop their 

performing skills but promote better mental and physical health. 

     Above all a healthy dose of… FUN, FUN, FUN! 

Gratefully yours, 

Roxanna Rodriguez                                                                                                                                                                       
Musical Theater Director                                                                                            


